DALLA PREDAZIONE ALLA DOMESTICAZIONE

FROM PREDATION TO DOMESTICATION

La domesticazione e un processo evolutivo complesso, di lunga durata, che si e sviluppato quale naturale
conseguenza delle relazioni tra le popolazioni umane, le piante e gli animali.
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Il miglioramento delle condizioni climatiche e la nascita dell’agricoltura

The improvement of the climatic condition and the birth of agriculture
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Elementi essenziali del processo: -y

 modificazioni degli ecosistemi naturali In agro-
ecosistemi con Il prevalere di alcune specie di piante e
animali rispetto ad altre;
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DALLA PREDAZIONE ALLA agricoltori e allevatori

animali dOmEStiCi, con conseguenze sull’evoluzione PROTO-AGRICOLTURA piante e animali domestici

delle loro caratteristiche comportamentali e genetiche.

The development of agro-ecosystems

Domestication Is a complex, long-term evolutionary process, which developed as a natural consequence of the relationships between human populations, plants
and animals. This process:

» was driven by ecological, biological and cultural factors;

» resulted from the gradual change in the survival strategy of human populations, from hunting and gathering, to farming and herding;

» occurred independently In numerous areas of the planet but followed similar phases;

* began with the end of the last ice age.

Domestication of plants was facilitated by improved climatic conditions: rising temperatures and rainfall, accompanied by an increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide
concentration, made the harvesting of wild plants, ancestors of domestic ones, more productive.

Essential elements of the process

modifications of natural ecosystems into agro-ecosystems that favored certain plant and animal species over others;

conscious and unconscious selection by proto-farming population of plants from which to gather seeds for reproduction, with a focus on selecting the most
beneficial genetic traits;

control over the mobility, demographic composition (doclility, age, gender distribution), and population density of the ancestors of domesticated animals, with
iImplications for the evolution of their behavioral and genetic characteristics.
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